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PTI n THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Congress-led UDF
Opposition on Tuesday

said the recent landslides in
Wayanad and Kozhikode
districts of Kerala indicate
that climate change can no
longer be ignored, and
suggested the implementation
of an early warning system to
mitigate the impact of natural
disasters in the future.
The recommendations were
made along with the
suggestions given to Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan for
the rehabilitation of victims of
the landslides-hit areas in
Wayanad and Vilangad village
in Kozhikode, Leader of
Opposition (LoP) in the State
Assembly V D Satheesan said.
The LoP said the opposition
has been saying since 2021
that climate change cannot be
ignored and that it has to be
addressed. 
"The opposition has now
suggested carrying out
scientific testing, mapping of
disaster prone areas and
setting up early warning
systems. "For that, scientific
institutions and
meteorological departments
of central and state
governments and institutions
of international standard like
Cochin University should
work in concert," he said
while speaking to reporters
here after submitting the
proposals to the CM.

Landslides in Kerala indicate climate
change cannot be ignored, says UDF 

PTI n AURANGABAD

Five persons, all of them
residents of Patna, were on

Tuesday killed in Aurangabad
district of Bihar where their
car fell into a canal, a police
officer said.
According to Kumar Rishiraj,
Sub Divisional Police Officer,
Daudnagar, the accident took
place in the morning close to
Chaman Bigha village falling
in Aurangabad district.
"Bodies of all five occupants
have been exhumed. The
owner of the vehicle has been
traced with the help of the
number plate. We have learnt
that all the deceased were
residents of Rajiv Nagar
locality in the state capital",
said Rishiraj.

Five killed as
car falls into
canal in Bihar

Satheesan said that when
claims of Kerala being a
"knowledge society" are made
periodically, then all the
scientific knowledge available
in the world should be used to
mitigate the impact of natural
disasters. 
He said that Kerala has faced
several natural disasters in the
past and, therefore, going
forward, any developmental
work should take climate
change also into account. The

opposition leader further said
that the UDF also suggested
that the government consider
framing a law for the
rehabilitation of victims of
natural disasters.
Satheesan, who submitted the
proposals in person to the
CM, said that he received a
positive response from
Vijayan.
Regarding the rehabilitation

of the victims, he said that
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi

has already promised to build
100 houses and the state
government has assured that
it would hold talks with the
opposition as soon as land for
the project is found.
Satheesan said the opposition
suggested that while building
the houses, a township model,
facilitating community living,
should be adopted, instead of
simply building homes, so
that all the affected persons
can live together. 
He said that the opposition
has also recommended
making micro-level
rehabilitation packages
tailored to the needs of each
affected family as they were
all affected in different ways.
"In some cases, children were
orphaned, in others only
elderly members of the family
survived and in some, the
earning members died. So,
the packages have to be
different in each case. We
hope the state government
will consider the suggestion
seriously," he said. 


