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US Treasury to
stop minting 
new pennies
PTI n WASHINTON

President Donald Trump
says he has directed the

Treasury Department to stop
minting new pennies, citing the
rising cost of producing the
one-cent coin.
“For far too long the United
States has minted pennies
which literally cost us more
than 2 cents. This is so waste-
ful!” Trump wrote in a post
Sunday night on his Truth
Social site. “I have instructed
my Secretary of the US
Treasury to stop producing
new pennies.”
The move by Trump is the lat-
est in what has been a rapid-fire
effort by his new administra-
tion to enact sweeping change
through executive order and
proclamation on issues ranging
from immigration, to gender
and diversity, to the name of
the Gulf of Mexico.
Trump had not discussed his
desire to eliminate the penny
during his campaign. But Elon
Musk’s so-called Department of
Government Efficiency raised
the prospect in a post on X last
month highlighting the penny’s
cost.
The US Mint reported losing
$85.3 million in the 2024
fiscal year that ended in
September on the nearly 3.2
billion pennies it produced.
Every penny cost nearly
$0.037 - up from $0.031 the
year before.

Trump recognises Feb 9 as ‘Gulf of America Day’
PTI n WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump has
signed a proclamation recognising

February 9 as “the first-ever Gulf of
America Day” after a recent executive

order by him to rename the Gulf of
Mexico.
Trump signed the proclamation on
Sunday on his way to the Super Bowl
in New Orleans, which sits on the gulf. 

“We are flying
right over it
right now,”
Trump said, sit-
ting aboard Air
Force One with
a pen in his
hand. “So we
thought this
would be appro-
priate.”
“Today, I am
making my first
visit to the Gulf
of America
since its renam-
ing,” Trump said
in the proclamation published on the
White House website.
Trump had signed an executive order on
his inauguration on January 20, giving
the Department of the Interior 30 days
to take “all appropriate action” needed
to facilitate the name change. 
Just after Trump signed the executive
order, the US Coast Guard started
using the term Gulf of America, mark-
ing the US government’s first official use
of the term.
“As my administration restores
American pride in the history of
American greatness, it is fitting and
appropriate for our great Nation to come

together and commemorate this
momentous occasion and the renaming
of the Gulf of America,” Trump said in
the proclamation. 
“NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J
TRUMP, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the
authority vested in me by the
Constitution and the laws of the
United States, do hereby proclaim
February 9, 2025, as Gulf of America
Day,” he said.
He called upon public officials and all
the people of the United States to
observe the day with appropriate pro-
grammes, ceremonies, and activities.

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters accompanied by Interior Secretary
Doug Burgum and Burgum’s wife Kathryn Burgum, aboard Air Force One where
Trump signed a proclamation declaring Feb. 9 Gulf of America Day, as he travels
from West Palm Beach, Fla. to New Orleans. PTI

Indian restaurants among targets of 
UK ‘blitz’ against illegal migrants
PTI n LONDON

Indian restaurants, nail bars,
convenience stores, and car

washes were among the targets of
what the Home Office on
Monday described as a “UK-
wide blitz” on illegal working in
the country.
Home Secretary Yvette Cooper
said her department’s
Immigration Enforcement teams
had a record-breaking January as
they descended on 828 premis-
es — a 48 per cent rise compared
to the previous January, with
arrests surging to 609, and mark-
ing a 73 per cent increase from
the previous year.
The Home Office said that while
its teams respond to illegal work-
ing intelligence in all sectors, a
significant proportion of last
month’s activity took place at
restaurants, takeaways and cafes
as well as in the food, drink and
tobacco industry.
A visit to one Indian restaurant
in Humberside, northern
England, alone led to seven

arrests and four detentions, it
noted.
“The immigration rules must be
respected and enforced. For far
too long, employers have been
able to take on and exploit ille-
gal migrants and too many peo-
ple have been able to arrive and
work illegally with no enforce-
ment action ever taken,” said
Cooper.
“Not only does this create a dan-
gerous draw for people to risk
their lives by crossing the
Channel in a small boat, but it
results in the abuse of vulnerable
people, the immigration system,
and our economy,” she said.
It comes as the Labour Party gov-
ernment’s Border Security,
Asylum and Immigration Bill
returns to Parliament for its sec-
ond reading this week.
The new legislation aims to
“smash the criminal gangs” that
Prime Minister Keir Starmer-led
administration says undermines
border security.
Further Home Office statistics
claim that between July 5 last year

and January 31 this year, illegal
working crackdowns and arrests
have soared by around 38 per
cent compared to the same peri-
od 12 months prior.
A total of 1,090 civil penalty
notices have been issued during
that phase, with employers fac-
ing a fine of up to GBP 60,000 per
worker if found liable.   
“These figures demonstrate the
commitment of my teams to
crack down on those who think
they can flout our immigration
system,” said Eddy Montgomery,
Director of Enforcement,
Compliance and Crime at the
Home Office.  
“I hope it sends a strong signal
that there is no hiding place from
the law, and we will continue to
ramp up our activity to ensure
those involved face the full con-
sequences.  We also know that
many people who end up work-
ing illegally are often subjected to
extremely poor conditions, so we
will continue to do all we can to
safeguard and protect the most
vulnerable,” he said.

Trump repeats pledge to
take control of Gaza 
PTI n MUGHRAQA (GAZA STRIP)

New details and growing shock over
emaciated hostages renewed pres-

sure Sunday on Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to extend a frag-
ile Gaza ceasefire beyond the first
phase, even as US President Donald
Trump repeated his pledge that the US
would take control of the Palestinian
enclave. 
Talks on the second phase, meant to see
more hostages released and a complete
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, were due
to start February 3. But Israel and
Hamas appear to have made little
progress, even as Israeli forces withdrew
Sunday from a Gaza corridor in the lat-
est commitment to the truce.
Netanyahu sent a delegation to Qatar,
a key mediator, but it included low-level

officials, sparking speculation that it
won’t lead to a breakthrough.
Netanyahu, who returned after a U.S.
visit to meet with Trump, is expected to
convene security Cabinet ministers on
Tuesday.
Speaking on Sunday, Trump repeated
his pledge to take control of the Gaza
Strip.
“I’m committed to buying and owning
Gaza. As far as us rebuilding it, we may
give it to other states in the Middle East
to build sections of it. Other people may
do it through our auspices. But we’re
committed to owning it, taking it, and
making sure that Hamas doesn’t move
back. There’s nothing to move back into.
The place is a demolition site. The
remainder will be demolished,” he told
reporters onboard Air Force One as he
traveled to the Super Bowl.

Bangladesh
newspaper
editor
acquitted
PTI n DHAKA

Acourt in Bangladesh on
Monday acquitted a

prominent newspaper editor in
a case related to a failed plot to
abduct and kill ousted prime
minister Sheikh Hasina’s son
Sajeeb Wazed Joy in the US in
2015. Dhaka 4th Additional
Metropolitan Sessions Judge
Tarique Aziz pronounced the
judgment, allowing Mahmudur
Rahman’s appeal against his
conviction and sentence in the
case, The Daily Star newspaper
reported.
The judge said the charges
brought against the appellant
were found to be false and fab-
ricated. So, the judgment sen-
tencing him by the trial court
was scrapped and the appellant
was acquitted, said the judge in
his order. After the judgment,
Mahmudur, the editor of the
daily Amar Desh, told the
journalists that he finally got
justice from the court and he
would continue his fight
against fascism, which was also
the country’s struggle, it said.
On August 17 last year, a
Dhaka court sentenced him to
seven years’ imprisonment in
his absence.
Senior journalist Shafik
Rehman, Jatiyatabadi Samajik
Sangskritik Sangstha Vice-
President Mohammad Ullah
Mamun, his son Rizvi Ahmed
Caesar, and US-based busi-
nessman Mizanur Rahman
Bhuiyan were also sentenced to
seven years in prison in absen-
tia in the same case.


